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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responding to application papers filed 10-30-2003. 

2. Claims 1 - 9 are pending. Claim 1, 5, 9 are independent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Maruyama et al. (US Patent No. 6,990,582). 

Regarding Claim 1, Maruyama discloses a mixed reality contents protection apparatus 
for preventing illicit use of contents for a mixed reality system that mixes and presents a 
virtual space image on a landscape of a real space, comprising: 

As defined within the claimed application, the mixed reality system is merely a 

computer system that authenticates an object (i.e. a user, another system) to enable 

access; and if authentication fails access is denied. 

a) ID transmission unit, attached to a real object, adapted to transmit a 

predetermined ID; (see Maruyama col. 2, lines 46-47: send (i.e. transmit) an 
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object; col. 4, lines 63 - col. 5, line 7: transmit container information (i.e. 
predetermined ID, authentication object)) 

b) ID reception unit adapted to receive the ID; (see Maruyama col. 2, lines 51-52: 
receiving system receives an object; col. 4, lines 63 - col. 5, line 7: receive 
container information (i.e. predetermined ID, authentication object)) and 

c) ID collation unit adapted to determine whether an execution of the contents by 
the mixed reality system is to be authorized or not on the basis of whether or not 
the received ID corresponds to a real object required for the contents to be 
executed by the mixed reality system, and sending a determination result to the 
mixed reality system, (see Maruyama col. 3, lines 7-24: authorization 
determination, container information (i.e. predetermined IDs, authentication 
object) matches (i.e. correspond)) 

Regarding Claim 2, Maruyama discloses the apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 
said ID collation unit determines that the contents can be executed when not less than a 
predetermined number of IDs corresponding to real objects required for the contents to 
be executed by the mixed reality system are received, (see Maruyama col. 3, lines 30- 
39: required information (i.e. matching predetermined IDs, authentication objects) 
necessary for execution) 

Regarding Claim 4, Maruyama discloses the apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 
data of the contents to be executed by the mixed reality system are encrypted, and said 
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apparatus further comprises decryption unit adapted to decrypt data of contents which 
are determined by said ID collation unit to be able to be executed, and supplying 
decrypted data to the mixed reality system, (see Maruyama col. 3, lines 7-24: module 
(i.e. data of the contents to be executed) decrypted before execution, agent processing 
module) 

Regarding Claim 5, Maruyama discloses a mixed reality contents protection method for 
preventing illicit use of contents for a mixed reality system that mixes and presents a 
virtual space image on a landscape of a real space, comprising: 

As defined within the claimed application, the mixed reality system is merely a 
computer system that authenticates an object (i.e. user, another system) to enable 
access; and if authentication fails access is denied. 

a) an ID transmission step of making an ID transmission unit attached to a real 
object transmit a predetermined ID; (see Maruyama col. 2, lines 46-47: send (i.e. 
transmit) an object; col. 4, lines 63 - col. 5, line 7: received container information 
(i.e. predetermined ID, authentication object)) 

b) an ID reception step of receiving the ID; (see Maruyama col, 2, lines 51-52: 
receiving system receives an object; col. 4, lines 63 - col. 5, line 7: received 
container information (i.e. predetermined ID, authentication object)) and 

c) an ID collation step of determining whether an execution of the contents by the 
mixed reality system is to be authorized or not on the basis of whether or not the 
received ID corresponds to a real object required for the contents to be executed 
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by the mixed reality system, and sending a determination result to the mixed 
reality system, (see Maruyama col. 3, lines 7-24: authorization determination, 
container information (i.e. predetermined IDs, authentication objects) match (i.e. 
correspond)) 

Regarding Claim 6, Maruyama discloses the method according to claim 5, wherein the 
ID collation step includes a step of determining that the contents can be executed when 
not less than a predetermined number of IDs corresponding to real objects required for 
the contents to be executed by the mixed reality system are received, (see Maruyama 
col. 3, lines 30-39: required information (i.e. matching predetermined IDs, authentication 
objects) necessary for execution) 

Regarding Claim 8, Maruyama discloses the method according to claim 5, wherein 
data of the contents to be executed by the mixed reality system are encrypted, and the 
method further comprises a decryption step of decrypting data of contents which are 
determined in the ID collation step to be able to be executed, and supplying decrypted 
data to the mixed reality system, (see Maruyama col. 3, lines 7-24: module (i.e. data of 
the contents to be executed) decrypted before execution, agent processing module) 

Regarding Claim 9, Maruyama discloses a computer readable recording medium 
storing a program code for making a computer execute a method for preventing illicit 



Application/Control Number: 10/673,293 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2136 

use of contents for a mixed reality system that mixes and presents a virtual space 
image on a landscape of a real space, said program code comprising: 

As defined within the claimed application, the mixed reality system is merely a 
computer system that authenticates an object (i.e. user, another system) to enable 
access; if authentication fails access is denied. 

a) a program code of an ID transmission step of making an ID transmission unit 
attached to a real object transmit a predetermined ID; (see Maruyama col. 2, 
lines 46-47: send (i.e. transmit) an object; col. 4, lines 63 - col. 5, line 7: received 
container information (i.e. predetermined ID, authentication object); col. 4, lines 
27-30: software, product, implementation means) 

b) a program code of an ID reception step of receiving the ID; (see Maruyama col. 
2, lines 51-52: receiving system receives an object; col. 4, lines 63 - col. 5, line 7: 
received container information (i.e. predetermined ID, authentication object); col. 
4, lines 27-30: software, product, implementation means) and 

c) a program code of an ID collation step of determining whether an execution of the 
contents by the mixed reality system is to be authorized or not on the basis of 
whether or not the received ID corresponds to a real object required for the 
contents to be executed by the mixed reality system, and sending a 
determination result to the mixed reality system, (see Maruyama col. 3, lines 7- 
24: authorization determination, container information (i.e. IDs) match (i.e. 
correspond); col. 4, lines 27-30: software, product, implementation means) 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 3, 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Maruyama in view of Cooper et al. (US Patent No. 5,689, 560). 

Regarding Claim 3, Maruyama discloses the apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 
said ID collation unit determines that the contents can be executed based on the 
received ID. (see Maruyama col. 3, lines 30-39: required information (i.e. predetermined 
IDs, matching authentication objects) necessary for execution, contents executed based 
on container information (i.e. ID)) Maruyama does not specifically disclose that the 
contents to be executed by the mixed reality system are in a trial period, or are to be 
executed for the purpose of an execution test. 

However, Cooper, in the same field for the distribution of software objects, 
discloses wherein can be executed irrespective of the received ID when the contents to 
be executed by the mixed reality system are in a trial period, or are to be executed for 
the purpose of an execution test, (see Cooper col. 2, lines 28-33; col. 2, lines 45-51 : 
software object distribution system, trial period capability) 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Maruyama 
as taught by Cooper to enable a trial period for usage of the executable content. One 
of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to employ the teachings of Cooper 
in order to enable access to a software product or executable content prior to making a 
purchase decision, (see Cooper col. 2, lines 3-9: "... Unfortunately, printed 
publications frequently fail to provide an accurate description of the product', since the 
user interaction with the product cannot be simulated in a static printed format. The 
manufacturers of computer software products and the customers would both be well 
served if the customers could have access to the products prior to making decisions on 
whether or not to purchase the product, if this could be accomplished without 
introducing risk of unlawful utilization of the product. ...") 

Regarding Claim 7, Maruyama discloses the method according to claim 5, wherein the 
ID collation step includes a step of determining that the contents can be executed 
utilizing the received ID. (see Maruyama col. 3, lines 30-39: required information (i.e. 
predetermined IDs, matching authentication objects) necessary for execution, contents 
executed based on container information (i.e. ID)) Maruyama does not specifically 
disclose that the contents can be executed irrespective of the received ID when the 
contents to be executed by the mixed reality system are in a trial period, or are to be 
executed for the purpose of an execution test. 

However, Cooper, in the same field for the distribution of software objects, 
discloses wherein the contents can be executed irrespective of the received ID when 
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the contents to be executed by the mixed reality system are in a trial period, or are to be 
executed for the purpose of an execution test, (see Cooper col. 2, lines 28-33; col. 2, 
lines 45-51: software object distribution system, trial period) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Maruyama 
as taught by Cooper to enable a trial period for usage of the executable contents. One 
of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to employ the teachings of Cooper 
in order to enable access to a software product or executable content prior to making a 
purchase decision, (see Cooper col. 2, lines 3-9) 

Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carlton V. Johnson whose telephone number is 571- 
270-1032. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday , 8:00 - 
5:00PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nasser Moazzami can be reached on 571-272-4195. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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